
Unveiling Yale's Secret Societies: A Journey
into the Unknown
Yale's Secret Veil

Yale University, renowned for its academic excellence and storied history,
holds a secret within its ivy-covered walls—a clandestine network of
societies that have operated in the shadows for centuries. These secret
societies, steeped in tradition and shrouded in mystery, have played a
pivotal role in shaping the university's culture and leaving an enduring
legacy on its students and alumni.
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In "The Hidden History of Yale Secret Societies," we embark on a
captivating journey into this enigmatic realm, uncovering the rituals,
traditions, and enduring influence of these exclusive organizations. From
the infamous Skull and Bones to the enigmatic Scroll and Key, from the
prestigious Elihu to the lesser-known Berzelius, we delve into the lives of
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their enigmatic members and explore the secrets they have guarded for
generations.
Skull and Bones: The Epitome of Secrecy

Among Yale's secret societies, Skull and Bones stands as the most
notorious and shrouded in mystery. Its members, known as "Bonesmen,"
are drawn from the university's elite and have included presidents,
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senators, and Supreme Court justices. The society's rituals and activities
are closely guarded, and its members are sworn to secrecy for life.

Despite the secrecy surrounding Skull and Bones, some of its traditions
have been revealed over the years. Members reportedly gather in a
windowless building known as "the Tomb," where they engage in debates
and discussions on topics ranging from politics to philosophy. They also
participate in a mock funeral ceremony known as "Tap Day," where new
members are initiated into the society.
Scroll and Key: A Society of Intellectual Distinction

The symbol of Scroll and Key, representing scholarship and intellectual pursuit.

In contrast to Skull and Bones' aura of mystery, Scroll and Key prides itself
on its intellectual pursuits. Its members are selected based on their
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academic achievements and have included Nobel laureates, Pulitzer Prize
winners, and leaders in academia. The society's activities center around
discussions on literature, history, and the arts, and its members are known
for their intellectual curiosity and rigorous scholarship.

Scroll and Key's motto, "Lux et Veritas" (Light and Truth),reflects the
society's commitment to fostering intellectual growth and enlightenment
among its members. Its members gather in a stately mansion on campus,
where they engage in lively debates and exchange ideas on the pressing
issues of their time.
Elihu: A Haven for Literary Minds



Elihu, founded in 1859, is a literary society dedicated to fostering a love of
writing and literature among its members. Its members are drawn from
Yale's creative writing program and have included renowned authors,
poets, and journalists. Elihu's activities revolve around literary readings,
workshops, and discussions, providing its members with a supportive
environment to hone their craft.
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Elihu's gatherings are known for their intimate atmosphere and lively
exchange of ideas. Members share their writing with each other, offering
constructive criticism and encouragement. The society also hosts guest
speakers, including established authors and poets, who provide insights
into the literary world and inspire its aspiring members.
Exploring Other Enigmatic Societies

Beyond Skull and Bones, Scroll and Key, and Elihu, Yale University is
home to a myriad of other secret societies, each with its unique traditions
and character.

Berzelius: A science-oriented society that brings together students
with a passion for chemistry and medicine.

Book and Snake: A medical society that promotes excellence in
medical research and patient care.

Calliope: A society dedicated to fostering the art of public speaking
and debate.

Chi Delta Theta: A society for students interested in international
relations and diplomacy.

Pierson College: A residential college with its own secret society
known as "Choir," which is rumored to engage in elaborate rituals and
pranks.

The Enduring Legacy of Yale's Secret Societies

Yale's secret societies have played a profound role in shaping the
university's culture and leaving an enduring legacy on its students and
alumni. They have fostered intellectual curiosity, encouraged leadership
development, and created a sense of community among their members.



Many members of Yale's secret societies have gone on to achieve great
success in their chosen fields. They have served as presidents, senators,
Supreme Court justices, Nobel laureates, and leaders in business,
academia, and the arts. The connections and friendships they have formed
within these societies have often played a significant role in their career
paths and personal lives.
Unveiling the Veil of Secrecy

"The Hidden History of Yale Secret Societies" offers an unprecedented
glimpse into the enigmatic world of these exclusive organizations. By
exploring their rituals, traditions, and enduring influence, we gain a deeper
understanding of the complexities of Yale University and its long-standing
culture of secrecy.

Whether you are an alumnus yearning to reconnect with your own secret
society experiences or a newcomer intrigued by the allure of these
clandestine groups, this book will captivate your imagination and ignite your
curiosity. It is a testament to the enduring fascination that Yale's secret
societies hold for outsiders and insiders alike.
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In the vast tapestry of ancient Indian literature, the Srimad Bhagavatam
stands as a towering masterpiece, an inexhaustible source of wisdom
and inspiration. Its Second Canto,...
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