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: A Tapestry of History

Nestled amidst the rolling hills of Middlesex County, Westford,
Massachusetts, holds a captivating historical tapestry woven through its
place names. 'The Westford Gazetteer: History of Westford Massachusetts
in its Place Names' embarks on an extraordinary journey, introducing you to
the fascinating origins and stories behind the town's streets, landmarks,
and neighborhoods.

From forgotten Native American settlements to the legacy of colonial
settlers, every place name in Westford echoes with the whispers of the
past. This comprehensive gazetteer unravels these stories, inviting you to
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rediscover the town's rich heritage and forge a deeper connection with its
vibrant present.
The Legacy of Native American Place Names

Long before European settlers arrived on these shores, the land that would
become Westford was home to the Pennacook tribe, a branch of the
Algonquian-speaking people. Their deep connection to the natural world is
reflected in the Native American place names that have endured to this
day.

The winding Nashoba Brook, named for the Pennacook word for "wolf,"
evokes the region's abundant wildlife. Cowdin Hill, derived from the
Algonquian term for "high place," stands as a testament to the tribe's keen
observation of the landscape. Quannapowitt Lake, meaning "meeting
place," hints at the gatherings that once took place on its tranquil shores.

Echoes of Colonial Settlers

In the 17th century, English colonists arrived in Westford, bringing with
them their own traditions and naming practices. Many of the town's streets
and landmarks bear the names of these early settlers, offering a glimpse
into their lives and aspirations.

The bustling Main Street, once known as "Great Road," served as a vital
thoroughfare connecting Westford to neighboring towns. Farmer Way,
named after a prominent local family, recalls the town's agricultural roots.
Common Road, originally a communal path leading to grazing lands,
speaks to the shared experiences of the early settlers.

The Rise of Industry and Commerce



As Westford grew and prospered in the 19th century, its place names
began to reflect the rise of industry and commerce. Factory Hill, once home
to a thriving textile mill, stands as a reminder of the town's manufacturing
heritage.

Graniteville, named for the abundant granite quarries in the area, pays
homage to the stone industry that shaped Westford's landscape. Depot
Street, once the hub of railroad activity, evokes the town's connection to the
wider world.
Modern Westford: A Mosaic of Place Names

Today, Westford is a vibrant and growing town, home to a diverse
population and a rich tapestry of place names. New neighborhoods, such
as Randall Park and Shaker Meadows, reflect the town's continued growth
and evolution.

The Millennium School, named to mark the turn of the 21st century,
symbolizes Westford's forward-looking spirit. The Pan Mass Challenge
Bikeway, a scenic trail traversing the town, honors the annual cycling event
that raises funds for cancer research.

: A Journey Through Time

'The Westford Gazetteer: History of Westford Massachusetts in its Place
Names' is an invaluable resource for anyone interested in the history and
heritage of this captivating town. Through its comprehensive listing of place
names, the gazetteer invites readers to embark on a historical journey,
uncovering the rich tapestry of stories that have shaped Westford's identity.

Whether you're a lifelong resident, a curious historian, or simply a lover of
local lore, this gazetteer is an essential guide to the enduring legacy that



lives within the very fabric of Westford.
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