
How to Make a Documentary Fundraising
Demo That Will Get You Funded
Documentary fundraising is a tough business. There are a lot of great
projects out there, and it can be hard to stand out from the crowd. But one
of the most important things you can do to increase your chances of getting
funded is to create a strong documentary fundraising demo.
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A documentary fundraising demo is a short (usually 5-10 minute) video that
gives potential funders a glimpse into your project. It should showcase your
film's subject matter, your approach to storytelling, and your filmmaking
skills. It's also a chance to make a personal connection with funders and
show them why you're passionate about your project.

Creating a documentary fundraising demo can seem daunting, but it
doesn't have to be. By following these steps, you can create a demo that
will help you get your film funded.
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Step 1: Define Your Target Audience

The first step in creating a documentary fundraising demo is to define your
target audience. Who are you trying to reach with your demo? Potential
investors? Grantmakers? Individual donors? Once you know who you're
talking to, you can tailor your demo to their specific interests.

For example, if you're targeting potential investors, you'll want to focus on
the financial aspects of your project. You'll need to show them that your film
has the potential to be a commercial success. On the other hand, if you're
targeting grantmakers, you'll want to focus on the social impact of your
project. You'll need to show them that your film will make a difference in the
world.

Step 2: Develop Your Story

Once you know who you're talking to, you need to develop your story. What
do you want to say with your film? What is the main message you want to
convey to your audience?

Your story should be clear, concise, and engaging. It should hook your
audience from the beginning and keep them interested until the end. You
should also use your story to highlight the strengths of your project and why
it deserves to be funded.

Step 3: Create Your Visuals

The visuals in your documentary fundraising demo are just as important as
the story. Your visuals should be visually appealing and help to convey your
message. You should use a variety of shots, including interviews, b-roll,
and archival footage.



When choosing your visuals, keep your target audience in mind. For
example, if you're targeting potential investors, you'll want to use visuals
that are professional and polished. On the other hand, if you're targeting
individual donors, you can use visuals that are more personal and
emotional.

Step 4: Write Your Narration

The narration in your documentary fundraising demo is your chance to tell
your story and convince your audience to fund your project. Your narration
should be clear, concise, and engaging. It should also be persuasive and
make your audience want to learn more about your film.

When writing your narration, keep your target audience in mind. For
example, if you're targeting potential investors, you'll want to focus on the
financial aspects of your project. You'll need to show them that your film
has the potential to be a commercial success. On the other hand, if you're
targeting grantmakers, you'll want to focus on the social impact of your
project. You'll need to show them that your film will make a difference in the
world.

Step 5: Edit Your Demo

Once you've created your visuals and written your narration, it's time to edit
your demo. The editing process is crucial, as it's where you'll put all the
pieces together and create a cohesive film.

When editing your demo, keep your target audience in mind. For example,
if you're targeting potential investors, you'll want to keep your demo short
and to the point. On the other hand, if you're targeting individual donors,
you can afford to be a little longer and more personal.



Step 6: Get Feedback

Once you've finished editing your demo, it's important to get feedback from
others. This could include friends, family, colleagues, or even potential
funders. Getting feedback will help you to identify any areas that need
improvement.

When getting feedback, be open to criticism. It's important to remember
that feedback is a gift, and it can help you to make your demo even better.

Creating a documentary fundraising demo can be a lot of work, but it's
worth it. A strong demo can help you to get your film funded and make a
difference in the world.

By following these steps, you can create a documentary fundraising demo
that will capture the attention of potential funders and help you get your film
made.
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