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The game of bridge is a fascinating and challenging card game that
requires a combination of skill, strategy, and teamwork. One of the most
important aspects of bridge is the ability to defend against opposing
contracts. Notrump contracts, in particular, can be especially difficult to
defend, as they lack a specified trump suit.

In this article, we will explore the intricacies of defending notrump contracts
and provide valuable tips and insights to help you improve your defensive
play. We will also be showcasing the latest edition of the highly acclaimed
book, "Defending Notrump Contracts - Test Your Bridge Technique 11,"
which offers a comprehensive guide to this challenging aspect of bridge.

Notrump contracts are bridge contracts in which there is no designated
trump suit. This means that all suits are treated equally, and the highest
card in each suit wins the trick. Notrump contracts can be challenging to
defend because the defenders have no way of knowing which suit the
declarer will lead with.
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There are two main types of notrump contracts:

= 1NT contracts: These are the most common type of notrump contract
and indicate that the declarer has a balanced hand with approximately
12-14 high-card points.

= 2NT contracts: These contracts are more ambitious and require a
stronger hand with about 18-20 high-card points.

Defending against notrump contracts requires a combination of skill,
strategy, and teamwork. Here are some key tips to help you improve your
defensive play:

= Lead with your strongest suit: \When defending against a notrump
contract, it is usually best to lead with your strongest suit. This will help
you establish control of a suit and make it more difficult for the declarer
to make tricks.

= Attack the declarer's weak suits: |f you can identify the declarer's
weak suits, be sure to attack them early on. This will put pressure on
the declarer and make it harder for them to make their contract.

= Partner communication: Communication with your partner is crucial
in defending notrump contracts. Be sure to exchange information
about your holdings and intentions to coordinate your defense.
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= Think ahead: Always think ahead and anticipate the declarer's next
move. This will help you make informed decisions about your
defensive strategy.

The latest edition of the renowned book "Defending Notrump Contracts -
Test Your Bridge Technique 11" is an invaluable resource for bridge players
who want to improve their defensive skills. Written by renowned bridge
expert Ron Klinger, this book provides a comprehensive guide to defending
notrump contracts.

The book includes:

= In-depth analysis of different notrump contracts and defensive
strategies

= Over 100 challenging hands to test your defensive skills
= Expert commentary and solutions to help you learn from your mistakes

= Tips and insights to improve your overall bridge play

Whether you are a beginner or a seasoned bridge player, "Defending
Notrump Contracts - Test Your Bridge Technique 11" is a must-read that will
help you take your defensive play to the next level.

Defending notrump contracts is a challenging but rewarding aspect of
bridge. By following the tips outlined in this article and utilizing the valuable
resources available, such as "Defending Notrump Contracts - Test Your
Bridge Technique 11," you can significantly improve your defensive skills
and become a more formidable opponent at the bridge table.



So, gather your bridge partners, grab a copy of this essential guide, and
embark on a journey to master the art of defending notrump contracts. The
challenges that await will not only test your bridge technique but also
provide countless hours of enjoyment and intellectual stimulation.
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