
American Cosmic: UFOs, Religion, and
Technology in the American Imagination
In the vast expanse of human history, few phenomena have captured our
collective imagination quite like the enigmatic realm of UFOs. These
unidentified flying objects have tantalized us for decades, sparking endless
speculation about their origins, their purpose, and their potential impact on
our world. And while the scientific community continues to search for
definitive answers, one thing is clear: UFOs have left an indelible mark on
the American psyche, becoming inextricably intertwined with our culture,
our religion, and our technology.
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In his groundbreaking new book, American Cosmic: UFOs, Religion, and
Technology in the American Imagination, historian David J. Skal explores
the complex and evolving relationship between these three seemingly
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disparate realms. Through a meticulously researched and engaging
narrative, Skal reveals how UFOs have served as a catalyst for spiritual
awakenings, technological advancements, and profound cultural shifts in
American society.

UFOs and Religion

From the earliest days of UFO sightings, religious leaders and spiritual
seekers have been drawn to these enigmatic objects as potential
harbingers of divine intervention or extraterrestrial salvation. In the 1950s,
the rise of flying saucer cults such as the Aetherius Society and the Unarius
Academy captured the attention of the public and sparked a wave of UFO-
inspired religious movements. These groups often blended elements of
Christianity, New Age spirituality, and science fiction to create a unique and
compelling vision of a future where humans and extraterrestrials would
coexist in harmony.

Skal traces the evolution of UFO-inspired religious movements into the 21st
century, highlighting the influence of key figures such as Whitley Strieber,
whose book Communion popularized the idea of alien abduction as a
transformative spiritual experience. He also examines the rise of UFO
contactees, individuals who claim to have had direct contact with
extraterrestrial beings and who have shared their messages with the world.
These contactees have played a significant role in shaping public
perceptions of UFOs and have helped to legitimize the idea of
extraterrestrial contact within certain religious circles.

UFOs and Technology

The advent of UFO sightings has also had a profound impact on the
development of technology in the United States. The government's



response to UFO reports, particularly the infamous Roswell incident in
1947, has led to the creation of numerous top-secret research programs
aimed at studying the potential threat posed by extraterrestrial visitors. This
has, in turn, spurred advancements in fields such as radar, jet propulsion,
and artificial intelligence.

Skal provides a detailed account of the government's involvement in UFO
research, from the early days of Project Sign to the more recent efforts of
the Pentagon's Advanced Aerospace Threat Identification Program
(AATIP). He also explores the role of private organizations and individuals
in the study of UFOs, including the work of scientists, engineers, and
amateur investigators. Throughout his analysis, Skal highlights the complex
and often contentious relationship between government, academia, and the
public in the pursuit of understanding the UFO phenomenon.

UFOs and American Culture

UFOs have become an integral part of American popular culture, appearing
in countless movies, television shows, books, and music. From the classic
science fiction films of the 1950s to the modern-day blockbuster
spectacles, UFOs have played a central role in shaping our collective
imagination about the future and our place in the universe. Skal examines
the cultural impact of UFOs, exploring how these enigmatic objects have
influenced our art, our literature, and our everyday lives.

He discusses the role of UFOs in the Cold War era, when they became a
symbol of both fear and hope in the face of nuclear annihilation. He also
examines the ways in which UFOs have been used to promote everything
from religious cults to consumer products. Throughout his analysis, Skal



provides a nuanced and insightful look at the complex and ever-evolving
relationship between UFOs and American culture.

David J. Skal's American Cosmic is a masterful exploration of the
intersection of UFOs, religion, and technology in the American imagination.
Through meticulous research and engaging prose, Skal reveals how these
three seemingly disparate realms have been inextricably intertwined
throughout history, shaping our culture, our beliefs, and our understanding
of the universe. This groundbreaking work is essential reading for anyone
interested in the UFO phenomenon, the history of religion, or the evolution
of American culture in the 20th and 21st centuries.
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